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2. Response/Remarks 

2.1 Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-5, 7-31, 35, and 39-42 were pending at the time of the Action, and examined on 
the merits. 

Claims 17-21, 24-31, 39, 41, and 42 were allowed. 
Claim 15 has been canceled herein without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Claims 1-3, 14, 16, 22-23, 35, and 40 have been amended herein. 
Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16-31, 35, and 39-42 remain pending in the application, and are now in 
condition for allowance. 

2.2 Support for the Amendment 

The pending claims are fully supported by the original specification and claims as filed. 
Applicants certify that no new matter is included by entry of the present amendment. Support for the 
newly-amended claims can be found throughout the original specification and claims, and as further 
discussed below. Should any fee be due for entry of the new claims, or any additional fees for the 
claims now presented in independent form, Applicants hereby authorize the Office to debit the 
Deposit account listed above. 

2.3 The Rejection of Claims Under 35 U, S. C, § 102(b) is Overcome. 

The Action at page 3 rejects claims 1, 3, 7, 8, 14 and 22 under 35 U. S. C. § 102(b), 
allegedly as being anticipated by Johnson et al, (J. Peptide Sci., 1:11-25, 1995; hereinafter 
Johnson 

Applicants respectfully traverse; however, solely in an effort to advance particular claims of 
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interest to immediate allowance, Applicants have amended independent claims 1,3,14, and 22 based 
upon the helpful suggestions of the Examiner, such that each and every element of the recited claims 
is not taught by Johnson . Consequently, claims 7 and 8, which depend from amended claim 1, are 
also now patentable over Johnson. As such, Applicants believe the rejection over Johnson is 
overcome with respect to all pending claims, and now respectfully requests that it be withdrawn, 

2.4 Claim Objections 

The Action at page 4 objects to claims 2, 4, 5, 75, 16y 23, 35, and 40, as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the features of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Applicants respectfully traverse; however, solely in an effort to advance particular claims of 
interest to immediate allowance. Applicants have rewritten the claims based upon the helpful 
suggestions of the Examiner to overcome these objections. 

Independent claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the feature of claim 16; as such the 
amended claim is now in condition for allowance. Consequently, dependent claims 9-13, are also 
now in condition for allowance. 

Claims 2 and 3 have been rewritten in independent form to incorporate the features recited in 
claim 1 ; as such, the amended claims are now in condition for allowance. Consequently, dependent 
claim 5 is also now in condition for allowance. 

Claim 14 has been amended to incorporate the feature of claim 15; as such the amended 
claim is now in condition for allowance. 

Claim 16 has been rewritten in independent form to incorporate the feature of claim 1; as 
such the amended claim is now in condition for allowance. 
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Claim 23 has been rewritten in independent form to incorporate the features recited in claims 
17 and 21 ; as such, the amended claim is now in condition for allowance. 

Claim 35 has been rewritten in independent form to incorporate the features recited in 
amended claim 14 and claim 15; as such, the amended claim is now in condition for allowance. 

Claim 40 has been rewritten in independent form to incorporate the features recited in 
amended claim 22; as such, the amended claim is now in condition for allowance. 

In view of the accompanying amendment, Applicants respectfully request, therefore, that the 
objections to all claims now be withdrawn. 

2.5 Conclusion 

It is respectfully submitted that the pending claims are definite, fully enabled, and fi'ee of the 
cited prior art. Applicants also believe that the inventions embodied in these claims are useful, 
novel, and non-obvious. 
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Applicants note for the record their exphcit right to re-file claims to one or more aspects of 
the invention as originally claimed in one or more continuing/divisional application(s) retaining the 
priority claim from the present and parent cases. Should Examiner Kam have any questions, a 
telephone call to the Applicants' undersigned representative would be sincerely appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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